
USGS NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF OIL AND GAS RESOURCES UPDATE (August, 2012)

CONTINUOUS OIL RESOURCES (Includes continuous oil, tight oil, shale oil) 

Province Number and Name Vintage AU_Name Continuous Oil Associated Gas

(millions of barrels) (billions of cubic feet)

F95 F05 Mean F95 F05 Mean

1 Alaska North Slope 2012 Shublik Shale Oil 0 928 463 0 981 462

Brookian Shale Oil 0 955 449 0 1996 898

Kingak Shale Oil 0 117 28 0 238 57

2 Central Alaska 1995

3 Southern Alaska 1995

4 Western Oregon-Wash. 2009

5 Eastern Oregon-Wash. 2006

7 Northern Coastal 1995

8 Sonoma-Livermore 1995

9 Sacramento Basin 2007

10 San Joaquin Basin 2004

11 Central Coastal 1995

12 Santa Maria Basin 1995

13 Ventura Basin 1995

14 Los Angeles Basin 1995

17 Idaho-Snake River Downwarp 1995

18 Western Great Basin 1995

19 Eastern Great Basin 2005

20 Uinta-Piceance Basin 2002 Deep Uinta Overpressured Oil 25 57 39 36 103 64

21 Paradox Basin 2012 Cane Creek Shale Oil 103 382 215 84 364 193

Gothic, Chimney Rock, Hovenweep Shale Oil 126 449 256 91 382 205

22 San Juan Basin 2002

23 Albuquerque-Sante Fe Rift 1995

24 Northern Arizona 1995

25 S. Ariz.-S.W. New Mexico 1995

26 South-Central New Mexico 1995

27 Montana Thrust Belt 2002 Marias River Shale 13 51 28 49 214 111

28 Central Montana 2001

29 Southwest Montana 1995

30 Hanna, Laramie, Shirley 2006 Niobrara Continuous Oil 14 76 38 6 43 19

31 Williston Basin 2008 Elm Coulee-Billings Nose 374 450 410 118 332 208

Central Basin-Poplar Dome 394 589 485 134 403 246

Nesson-Little Knife Structural 818 1,007 909 260 738 461

Eastern Expulsion Threshold 864 1,091 973 278 791 493

Northwest Expulsion Threshold 613 1,182 868 224 754 440

33 Powder River Basin 2006 Mowry Continuous Oil 117 306 198 103 333 198

Niobrara Continuous Oil 136 349 227 120 380 227

34 Big Horn Basin 2008 Mowry Fractured Shale Oil 2 11 5 1 6 2

35 Wind River Basin 2005

36 Wyoming Thrust Belt 2003

37 Southwestern Wyoming 2002 Niobrara Continuous Oil 67 151 104 35 100 62

38 Park Basins 1995

39 Denver Basin 2003 Niobrara-Codell (Wattenburg Area) 16 55 32 158 565 322

Fractured Niobrara Limestone 4 12 8 4 13 8

40 Las Animas Arch 1995

41 Raton Basin-Sierra Grande Uplift 2004

43 Palo Duro Basin 1995

44 Permian Basin 2007 Spraberry Continuous Oil 340 725 510 127 453 258

45 Bend Arch-Ft. Worth Basin 2003

46 Marathon Thrust Belt 1995

47-49 Gulf Coast 2011 Austin Giddings-Pearsal Area Oil 507 1,389 879 674 2,255 1,319

2012 Eagle Ford Shale Oil 341 1,687 853 625 3,533 1,707

50 Florida Peninsula 2000

51 Superior 1995

53 Cambridge Arch-Central Kansas 1995

54 Nemaha Uplift 1995

56 Forest City Basin 1995

58 Anadarko Basin 2011 Woodford Shale Oil 175 730 393 795 3851 1963

59 Sedgwick Basin/Salina Basin 1995

60 Cherokee Platform 1995

61 Southern Oklahoma 1995

62 Arkoma Basin 2010

63 Michigan Basin 2004

64 Illinois Basin 2007

65 Black Warrior Basin 2002

66 Cincinnati Arch 1995

67 Appalachian Basin 2002

68 Blue Ridge Thrust Belt 1995

69 Piedmont 1995

TOTALS 8,368 9,922


